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[Title of the Invention] Apparatus for bending a sheet glass 

[Abstract] 

[Object] It is an object of the present invention to provide, in an apparatus 
for bending a sheet glass, a lower bending die (counterpart die of an upper 
bending die) that applies uniform pressure over the entire sheet glass at all 
times, independently from changes in shape of an upper bending die. 

[Structure] In an apparatus for bending a sheet glass comprising: a 
horizontal heating furnace provided with conveyor rollers, for heating the 
sheet glass to a softening temperature; a bending die movable in a vertical 
direction, disposed on an upper side, a flexible support belt made of a heat- 
resistant material, for moving the sheet glass from the conveyor rollers of the 
heating furnace; and a counterpart die disposed on a lower side of the 
support belt, the counterpart die disposed on a lower side of the support belt 
is provided with a sealed casing, the inside of which is capable of receiving 
pressure higher than atmospheric pressure and which has a flexible thin 
film on its upper surface, the flexible thin film is made of fabric substantially 
free of air permeability, composed of heat-resistant fibers, and is expanded 
by pressurizing the casing. 
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